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REUNION 
ALL ROUND. 


T is now generally conceded, that thofe 
Differences, which were once held to 
divide the Chriftian Se¢ts from one an- 
other, (as, Whether or no Confirmation were 

a neceflary Ordinance of the Church) can 
no longer be thought to place any Obftacle 
again{t Unity and Charity between Chriftians; 


rather, the more of ’em we find to exift, the 





more laudable a thing it is that Chriftian men 
fhould ftomach, now and again, thefe uneafy 
Scruples, and worfhip together for all the 
_ World as if they had never exifted. There is 
no Progrefs in Humanity, without the fur- 
mounting of Obftacles; thus, we are all now 
agree'd that Satan, far from meaning any harm 
to our Race when he brought Sin into the 
World, was moft excellently difpof’d towards 
us, and defir’d nothing better than that we, 
having 


6 Herefes and Schifms very defirable. 


having fome good ftout Sins to overcome, 
fhould attain an eventful and exciting fort of 
Virtue, inftead of languifhing for ever in that 
{tate of refpectable Innocence, which is fo 
little creditable to the Angels, who alone 
practife it. In like manner, all Herefes and 
Schifms are the very Condition of Chriftian 
Unity, and were doubtlefs defigned to fupply 
a kind of Zeft to the tedious bufinefs of Church- 
going, on the fame Principle that the Digeftion 
of Poultry is improv’d, if they be allow’d to 
have a little Grit or Gravel in their Crops to 
affift them. So that there can be no more 
edifying Spectacle, to the rightly-conftituted 
mind, than that of two Fellow-worfhippers, 
one of whom is faying in his heart, Great is 
Diana of the Ephefans, and the other, O Baal, 
hear us, both which inward Intentions they — 
exprefs by a common Formula, when they 
profefs openly with their lips, TAat Honefty is - 
the beft Policy. 

Further, it has come to be feen, that Bi/hops 
and Archbifhops are not, as was commonly fup- 
pof’d hitherto, the Vehicles of any extraordin- 
ary Grace, which they paff’d on one to another, 
like a Contagion, by the laying on of hands, but — 
only another of thefe Obftacles, which make 
the Race of Life fo agreeable a Purfuit. They 
exift to supervife our Doétrines, and find them 
unfcriptural, to controul our religious Pra€tices, 

and ~ 


A bolifbing of Bifbops. 5. 


and forbid their Continuance, thus enabling us 
to fuatch a fearful ‘foy while we are about ’em: 
in fhort, to give the Chriftian Profeffion that 
Spice of Martyrdom, which it has fo forely 
lacked fince the Abolition of the Amphitheatre. 
However falutary this Interference be, it is 
plain that it is of the nature of a Luxury; and 
we fhall, therefore, be content to forgo the 
enjoyment of it, if the Non-conformi/is {hould 
demand the Sacrifice as a Condition of Re- 
union with themfelves. 

I conceive, then, that within a few years 
from the prefent Date, the Divifion of Chriftians 
into Sects for purpofes of Worfhip will have 
utterly difappear’d, and we {hall find one great 
United Proteftant Church exifting throughout 
the civilizd World, I would not deny but 
there might be fome few Difficulties of Adjuft- 
ment attending the Venture; as, that the Fifth 
_ Monarchy Men might withhold their Affent from 

the Scheme, unlefs we would all make it a 
matter of Doétrine, That the laft “fudgement ts 
to be prefently expected; which knowledge would 
caft an intolerable gloom over the more part 
of our Pleafures, and create a lack of Publick 
Confidence on the Exchange. But I cannot 
doubt, upon a little cool Reflection, we fhould 
rid ourfelves of thefe fanciful Megrims of fe@- 
arian Particularity; and there is gain to be 

fhewn on the other fide; for example, it may 
. be 





8 Propofal fora Symphorodox Church. 
be anticipated the Seventh Day Adventifis will es 
demand the Obfervance of Saturday as wellas 
Sunday as a Feaft of the Church; and we fhall — 
thus have two days inftead of one in every 
feven on which we can lie abed till Noon, 
over-eat ourfelves, go out driving in the 
Country, and dine away from Home under 
colour of {paring trouble to our Domefticks, _ 
There is fome doubt in this connetion, 
whether or not the churches of Rufia and 
Greece, arrogantly {tyl’d Orthodox, can have any 
part in the Church of the future. Their very 
Title is, it muft be confeff’d, moft horrid and 
repellent to our ears; for how can a man pro- 
claim his own Tenets to be orthodox, without 
thereby implying, That other People’s Opin- 
ions are lefs likely to be true, than his own? 
We muft have no more of this; I leave it to 
themfelves to pitch upon a new defignation, 
with the Suggeftion that they would do well 
to alter their prefent Style to that of Symphoro- 
dox, which is to affert no more, than that they 
find their own Doétrines helpful. As to our old 
Quarrel about the Claufe Fiiogue, it will clearly 
have difappear’d at the time of which we fpeak: 
for, as Tradition avers that the poffles, when 
they firft form’d a Creed, did not all profefs it 
together, but each fupply’d his Contribution, 
Peter leading the way with I believe in God, fo 
in this new Church nobody will be expected 
te 
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Need of a Reformation. 9 


_-to recite the whole Creed, but only fuch 
Claufes as he finds relifh in; it being anticipated 
that, with good Fortune, a large Congregation 
will ufually manage in this way to recite the 
whole Formula between them. And indeed 
thefe Oriental Chriftians already enjoy to the 
full, in Ruffa at any rate, one of the moft bleffed 
Privileges of our own Church, which is, to 
have their religious affairs entirely controul’d 
by the State; and this will prove undoubtedly 
a great Bond of Union, when the Greeks have 
been induc’d to aflign the fame Pofition in the 
Management of their Religion to the So/dan of 
Turkey, as the Ruffans aflign to the Czar. 

But it is not to be fuppof’d, that fuch an 
Arrangement can be enter’d into without fome 
Undertaking from the Eaftern Churches to fet 
their own houfe in order: to tranflate, for ex- 
- ample, their Liturgy into the modern Vernacu- 
_ lar Tongue; or at leaf{t to provide that it is, 
like our own, not more than three hundred 
years out of date: to difpenfe with all Mum- 
blings, Bobbings, Bowings, Shutting and Open- 
_ ing of Doors, Kiffings, Gefticulatings, etc.; to 
_ put all their Lhons high up on the Wall, fo as 
to deftroy all peril of Worfhip; and, finally, if 
they cannot but let off Fireworks on Hafer 
Day, (as their prefent beaftly Cuftom is), to 
make fure that they do it only for Purpofes of 


L/fumination. 
i 42 Thus 
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10. ©—- The Unitarians fet afide. 
Thus it may be hop’d we fhall complete the a 





Reunion of all Chriftians: the Confiderations a 


fo far brought forward are fo obvious and plain 
to all Men of Senfe, that I am well-nigh 
afham’d to have dwelt fo long upon them; the 


Queftion to be raif’d in the prefent Treatife is 


rather, whether we do right to confine thefe 
beneficent Operations to the Chriftian or Trzmi- 

tartan Sects only, or whether we cannot advan- 
tageoufly extend them to other religious Syftems 
which have, till now, from a lack of proper 
Reflection, been held to be incompatible with 
Chriftianity. And here I do not refer to the 
Unitarians ; for it is to be fear’d that if thefe 
Perfons have gone out of their way to feparate 
themfelves from the other Seéts on the Ground 


of a Doétrine fo little taught in our Church, ~ : 


and fo little believ’d in, as that of the Trzuty, 
they muft be a pettifogging, cantankerous fet 
of fellows, that prize their own Opinions too 
highly, to become Parties to our Policy of Re- 
union, But where Difagreement from ourfelves 


about the Nature of God arifes, not from any - 


wilful Spirit of Diffenfion, but from Difference 
of early Training or national Tradition, nay,oo8 
of Climate, Atmofphere, and geographick Con- 
ditions; where there are people in the World, 
who have enjoy’d fo little the Advantages of 


our modern Enlightenment, as to be unaware ~ 


that it is not Religion, or Patriotifm, but only 
thes 





Mahomet a good Protefant. 11 


Po the profpect of commercial Advantage, that 


juftifies a Nation in going to War; there, I 

_ would humbly venture to urge, there may ftill 
be hopes of a good Underftanding, when a few 
Scruples have been remov’d, and a few Doubts 
explain’d away. 

It was cuftomary with our Anceftors, to 
defignate Mahomet by the title of The Falfe 
Prophet. A more modern and more temperate 
Judgement will not allow us to contend further, 
‘than that he was unduly pofitive in his Affer- 
tions. And there is this to be faid for him at 
leaft, that he was a good, found Proteffant ; 
and that his quarrel with the debaf’d Church 
of his Time was mainly about its heathenifh 


~ Mariolatry, and the unduly {trict views it held 


about Marriage; all which fhould make us 
conceive a Sympathy and Refpect for him, as 
in fome ways the Forerunner of our own 


ce Reformation. Further, it cannot be deny’d, that 


the Mahometans admit the hiftorical truth of 


S many of thofe Faéts, upon which the Chriftian 


Religion is, or was until the laft half-century, 
fuppof’d to be founded. True, they have 
hitherto failed to inveft the Facts with the 


fame theological colouring we are accuftom’d 


to put on them, and it muft be confeft they 
thew a certain Reluétance to avow the moft 
elementary Articles of our Faith. But is this 
Difficulty final? Let five Chriffian, and five 

Mahometan 





12 A Propofal for Univerfal Bigamy. a 


Mahometan Theologians be clofeted together — 
for a week to difcufs thefe controverted Doc- — 

trines, the Chriftians explaining to their lefs — 
enlighten’d Co-affeffors what fenfe fuch Doc- 
trines are really meant to convey; and I for 
one fhall be vaftly furpriz’d if, at the end of the 
week, the Mahometans are not prepar’d to 
accept the Athanafian Creed in the fame fente, 
in which it is maintain’d by fome of the moft 
highly-plac’d Ecclefiafticks of our own Country. 
It is, I apprehend, in Matters of Difcipline 
rather than of Doctrine we fhall need a certain 
amount of g7ve and take before our Differences 
can be fettled. Chriftian Men are accuftom’d 
to be content with one Wife, and even in 
America with one at a time; Whereas in 
Turkey he would be thought a very chicken- 
hearted Hufband who had not endowd four 

Ladies fimultaneoufly with his own Surname. — 
This might feem to be an _ irreconcileable 
_ Difference of Principle; but, fortunately, where 
Numbers are concern’d, Mathematicks provides 
us with a ready Solution of the Difficulty, by 
the Method of Averages. Nor does it need 
the brain of a profound Scholar to determine, 
that in the Church of the future we fhall all be 
confcientious Bzgamifts; thereby avoiding at 

once the Expence of a Harem, and the Mono- - 
tony of our prefent European Syftem. We 
fhall alfo obviate at one blow the difficulty of 
finding 








The new Hierarchy. I 2. 


~ finding Wives in Baghdad, and the difficulty of 

finding Hufbands in Balham. We thall, of 
courfe, adopt at the fame time the Mahometan 
Rule, by which a Man may at any time turn 
his Wife out of doors, upon finding her dif- 
pleafing to himfelf, and take a new one, modi- 
fying it only fo far, as to extend the Privilege 
equally to the Wife, as to the Hufband: in 
this Way we fhall meet a long-felt Demand on 
the part of the lower Claffes in our Country, 
as well as recognizing an exifting Pra¢tice in 
the cafe of their Superiors in Social Rank. At 
the fame time, we fhall abolifh thofe accounts 
of Divorce Court Proceedings in our News- 
fheets, which are admitted by everyone to be 
injurious to Publick Morals. 

The fame Principle will naturally rule our 
Difpofitions about the facred Hierarchy. 
- Mahometans, as well as Chriftians, have their 

_ feveral Grades of Clergy, and it is to be fuppof’d 
that we fhould avoid all invidioufnefs and 
~Sufpicion of Favouritifm here, if we call’d the 

Minifters of the new Church alternately, ac- 
cording to their Rank, by Weftern and Eaftern 
Defignations. Thus, for example, we might 
call them (in defcending Order): 

Archbifbops 

Pajhas (correfponding to Bihops) 

~ Archdeacons 

Mullahs (correfponding to Rural Deans) 

Incumbents 








14 Necefity of Door-mats. = 


Incumbents Bee 
Hadjis (correfponding to Unbeneficed Clergy). Bp 
The Services in our Churches (or Mo/ques) 
would be charatteriz’d by a like Spirit of = 
Accommodation. It would be plainly im- — 
poffible, to afk Chriftian men to remove their — 
Boots on entering the Building, like the Moz- 
lems; but we could make a point of havinga = 
fubftantial Maz at the door, fo that they could 
at leaft wipe them; and it would be a pretty 
Conceit to have the Word, Sa/ve, worked on 
the Mat, in token of our readinefs to welcome 
all, whatever their Opinions, to Publick Wor- 
fhip. On the other hand, Reciprocity demands, 
that we fhould not put any Yoke on the Con-— 
{cience of the Oriental, by infifting on his taking 
off his Turban: we fhould expect him inftead — 
to carry in his Hand a fecond Hat, (preferably 
a Silk one), fo that when he reach’d his Pew Oe 
he might not be without fomething to pray 
into. : 
Some Diffenfions might be expected to arife, 
about the Reading of the firft Leffon. Itisan ~~ 
unfortunate mark of the Barbarifm which ftill 
triumphs in the Eaft, that the Mahometans —_ 
have a very confiderable Refpe@t for their 
Sacred Book, the Coram; and treat it witha 
Reverence, which our Weftern Enlightenment 
has long outgrown. Our Plea is, that fince we 
have nowadays {fo little ufe for the O/d Teftament, —— 
Readings 












Critical Study of the Coran. 15 


ae : Readings from the Coran fhould be fubftituted 





for it in Divine Service. And if any man 
object, that this might lead to a fuperititious 
Belief in the Facts therein alledg’d, I would 
point out for his Comfort that in a very fhort 
‘Time that Critical Study will come to be 
expended on the latter Book, which has hitherto 
‘inveftigated the former, with fuch happy 
Refults; and confequently within twenty years’ 
time we fhould be in no more danger of giving 
Credit to the Miracles of Mahomet, than we are 
in now, of ftomaching the Hiftory of Fo/bua. 
It is a degraded Practice of the Mahometans, 
at certain fix’d hours of the day to bring out a 
little Praying-carpet, and kneel on it with the 
_ Face turn’d Eaftward, to engage in Prayer. It 
is manifeft that any Chriftian man would 
fooner die than be feen at his Devotions, unlefs 
it were at the time of Publick Service. This 
Cuftom, then, would of Neceffity be difallow’d, 
efpecially as in great Cities it would have the 
effeét of continually ob{tru@ting the Trathck. 
But if any felt it difficult to break themfelves 
of this untidy Habit, 1 would not deal harfhly 
with them; rather, they fhould be fuffer’d to 
carry about a fmall Joint-ftool, and be allow’d 
thus to meditate in any of the lefs thickly 
populated Diftricts, under colour of admiring 
the Scenery. But this is not all: for the 
Mahometans obftinately infift, when performing 
fuch 


16 Polar Devotions. 


fuch Devotions, on turning towards the Eaft, — 
that is, towards the Sun-rifing; towards the 
Beginnings or Origins of Things, in fhort, 
towards the difpiriting Recolle€tion of the Patt. 
This, (thank God!), is not our way in Europe; 
if any of us fhould be {fo ftrangely affected, as 
to want to pray in one Direction more than - 
another, it would certainly be towards the 
Weft, the Land of the Sunjet, the glorious 
Profpeét of the remote Future, which is, by all 
accounts, to be a time of great Happinefs, 
Virtue, and Profperity. We fhould fubftitute 
for Orientation, what we might call Occidenta- 
tion; and addrefs ourfelves, not towards Mecca, 
but towards Chicago. The {pirit of our religious 
Compromife thus plainly demands, that every 
fuch Devotee fhould carry a Compa/fs about 
with him; and when the time came for his 
fuper{titious obfervances, face asnearly as poffible 
in the direction of the Magnetick Pole. 

There is another Cuftom prevailing in Ma- 
hometan Countries, of fuch doubtful Advantage 
that we could not agree to conform to it with- 
out earneft Confideration; I mean, the Cuftom 
by which people are woken in the Morning by 
a Fellow bawling out from the Top of a Min- 
aret, to the Effect (unlefs my memory plays me ~ 
falfe) that Aah is great. It will feem fhocking 
to minds habituated to our Weftern Standards 
of Tafte, that thefe Muezzins, as they are call’d, 

~ fhould 











The Muexxin muzeld. 17 


fhould give a Pronouncement fo public to fo 
_ controverfial a Statement. We could not allow 
it; for it would manifeftly caufe the moft 
grievous Diftrefs of Confcience to any Atheist 
or Agnoftick who happened to be within Ear- 
fhot. Yet is fomething to be faid for the Prac- 
tice in general Outline; who has not withed, 
as he turn’d over in bed at eight of the clock 
on a Sunday morning, that there were fome 
lefs noify means of awakening a few devout 
- Women, than making a great Clanging of Bells, 
as if the whole City were afire? Would it not 
be well to introduce the Muezzin into our 
Church-towers, and at the fame Time to fee to 
it that his Announcement was both lefs provoca- 
tive, and more appropriate; that he fhould 
either fhout out, The early Bird catches the 
Worm, or, if he were mufical, even intone to 
fome fimple Anglican Chant the Words: 


Early to Bed, and early to rife, 
Makes a Man healthy, wealthy, and wife? 


There are befides one or two particular Sects 
among the Mahometans, who might give us 
Trouble; as the dancing Dervi/es, who infift 
upon making Dancing into a fort of religious 
Ceremony. We fhould have to fhew thefe 
very plainly, that the exercifing of the Soul is 
one thing, and the exercifing of the Legs an- 
other. It might even be well to forbid their 

i executing 





18 Dervifes and Affaffiins infprubled. 


executing any Dance except the Ru/fan ones; 


_ if they only practif’d thefe, it would {peedily rid | : : 





their Dancing from any Affociation of Religion, 


or even of Morality. 


There are the Affafins, too, who hold itto 


be juft and lawful to kill a man in virtue of a 
Difagreement about Religion, and did lately 
murder a man very horribly in the city of 
Paris, Yet thefe fhould be furely treated, not 
as publick Enemies, but as erring Brethren: 
that is, they fhould be admitted to full Com- 
munion, but we fhould lofe no opportunity of 


advertifing them of the Difadvantages of their 


peculiar Tenets, by means of preaching tothem 
in Sermons: yreminding them, I mean, that 


the practice of Murther frequently begets 
dangerous confequences for the perpetrator Of ae 


it, by the eftablifhing of Béood-feuds; and 


(taking even a higher Ground) that where the 
practice becomes common it creates a general 
Uncertainty about the Tenure of Life, and 
renders the Maintenance of publick Peace and 


Order a far more difficult affair than it would 
otherwife be. Doubtlefs in a very fhort time 
they would have learn’d to take a morelenient 


view of doctrinal Irregularities. 


There is one Obfacle to Reunion wae the = 


Mahometans ftill remaining, which I confefs 


at firft fight feems wholly infuperable; viz., 


that the Mahometans hold it finful and ancless =: 
eee 


ven 








Pork forbidden by Rubrich. 19 











: D6. eat the Flefh of the Pig, or to drink fer- 


mented Liquours. And though our Country- 
men might be prevail’d upon to abandon 
whatfoever elfe in the interefts of Peace, there 
are two Privileges they will never relinquith 


= except at the Sword’s point, and namely, Bacon 


_ and Beer. Such practical Confiderations as thefe 
mean very much more, to a bufinefs-like Nation 
-fuch as we are, than any abftract theory or any 
‘matter of ecclefiaftical Principle. Yet even 
here there is a Via Media to be thought upon, 
which I very earneftly recommend to the At- 
tention of all thofe who have the beft Interefts 
of Religion at heart. Would it not be pofflible 
to add a Rubrick in the Book of Common Prayer, 
following immediately upon the Rubrick which 
directs Abftinence on Fridays, and Fafting dur- 
ing the forty days of Lent, to this effect: “ And 
note, that in no circumftances whatever is it 
“permiffible on any Day of the Year to eat 
*¢ Bacon, Ham, Pork, or Saufages, or to drink 
“any kind of Fermented Liquour; and if the 
“Curate find his People fo doing, he {hall 
“prefent them to the Bifhop as contumacious 
«< Sinners and rotten Members of the Church 
«of Chrift.” This will furely be calculated to 
eafe the Confciences of our Eaftern Brethren, 
fince it will fhew them clearly what the Mind 
of our Church is upon this matter; whereas, 
on the other hand, we fhall have no Scruple 
f at 





20.7 Dr. Honeybotham reprehended. 








at all about the eating of the Pig, but will 
continue to eat our Pork Chops on every Day _ 
in the Year, with the fame Afiurance as we 
eat Mutton on all Fridays: in fhort, no one 
will be at all affected in his manner of life, 
except a few fcurvy Highchurchmen, who im- — 
pioufly try to gain Merit in the fight of Heaven 
by obferving thefe and other like Ordinances. 
impof’d by the Founders of our Church, in- 
{tead of contenting themfelves with a fpiritual 
Faft, which is far more acceptable to God, and 
far lefs prejudicial to the Digeftion. 





This fame Prefcription would, it is clear, 


vaftly leffen our quarrel with another religious 
Sect—I mean, the ancient People of the Fews. 
Altho’ it is to be doubted, whether the ftubborn — 
Prejudices of this Nation would be wholly 
fatisfied, even by fo fignal a mark of our De- 
termination to facrifice everything in the caufe 
of Unity. Yet I would not defpair, even here, 
of fome better Underftanding. For myfelf, I 
cannot praife the Suggeftion of my friend Dr. 
Honeybotham, that we {hould endeavour to bring 
them to a more Chriftian mind, by explaining 
to them (what is now prov’d to the fatisfaétion 
of all our Scholars) that the Law was not given 
to Mofes by the difpenfation of Angels upon 
Sinai, but rather botch’d together by an ignorant 
fellow, who had nothing better to do, at the 
time of the Babylonifh Captivity: that it is no 
bufinefs 





o Repeal of the Hierufalem Decrees. 21 


bufinefs of ours, to conform ourfelves to the 

fanciful Scruples begot in the brain of fuch an 

one by an attack of the fpleen. This whole 
-Propofal has an Air of Propagandi/m about it, 
which can commend it very little to the En- 

 lightenment of the prefent Age, fince it might 
be mifconftru’d into a Declaration, that one 
man’s religious Opinions are in fome way better 
than another’s. 

It would be more congruous with the Prin- 
ciples on which we have hitherto proceeded, if 
we would undertake to make further Conces- 

_fions on our own part. It is a Commonplace 
of Theologians in thefe Days, that in all cafes 
of Schifm and Divifion among Chrittians either 
Party is right in what it aferts, and wrong in 
what it denies.. And it is plain that in the firft 
great Schifm of the Chriftian Church, an 
account of which is fet down in the fifteenth 
chapter of the és of the Apoftles, the denials 
were all on Samt Paul's part, and the affirma- 
tions on the part of his Adverfaries. Nor am I 
afraid of any Taint of Unorthodoxy, when I 
humbly fubmit the Propriety of refcinding the 
Decrees of the firft Council of Hzerufalm, as 
we have to all intents already refcinded thofe 
_of Chalcedon, Ephefus, Conftantinople, and Nicea. 
It may be thought by the carelefs Obferver, 
that we fhall have even lefs Difficulty in arrang- 
ing our terms of Peace and Amity with the 
Religions 





22 Comfortable Dottrines of Buddhifm. 


Religions of the further Eaft, as Buddhi/m, 
Brahmanifm, and the like. For already in our — 
own time we fee many Men and Women of 
Fafhion fhewing a Tendernefs for the mytftical 
Doétrines of thefe Sects, keeping Mahatmas in- 
{ftead of Domeftick Chaplains, and cultivating 
the Inner Life fo far as the Purfuit does not 
interfere with Pleafure, Wealth, and the Enjoy- 
ment of polite Society. Already we fee Ganges 
flowing into the Medway, and it is the part of 
every philofophick Mind to difcern thefe Signs 
of the Times. For we are all accuftom’d to 
comfort ourfelves with the reflection, Magna — 
eft Veritas, et praevalebit; is it not then plain, 
that the Prevalence of any Idea is the Meafure 
of its Truth? Thus it might well be thought 
that all this cult of Oriental Poetry, and Con-— 
juring, and Fortune-telling, which is now only 
practif’d by Miftre/s Chhe in her Clofet, mult 
contain fuch a Groundwork of Truth as to be 
like to commend itfelf, in a few years, to Dry- — 
afduft in his Study. There are, indeed, very 
comfortable Doétrines to be found in thefe 
Sy{tems; as, That what a man is, is condition’d, 
for the moft part, by what he was in a previous 
Incarnation: this quits us of much moral 
Refponfibility; and there are not many Men 
fo fenfitive, as to feel bound: to defend the 
Honour of a former Se/f- And again, that all 
Exiftence tends ultimately to Annihilation; 


which 
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which profpect is a deal more comforting to 
~~ -moft of our Unzverfity Profeffors, Merchant 
_ Princes, and Company Promoters, than anything 


which was promif’d them by traditional Chrifti- 
_ amity. 
But it is to be obfervd, that all thefe Doc- 


_ trines reft on a moft difquieting Major Premi/s, 


_ very much adher’d to in the Eaft, uzz., That all 
_ Matter 1s evil. Such a Pofition will hardly com- 
mend itfelf to the Thinkers of our Time. For, 
if Matter be evil, how can it be that among an 
enlighten’d People like ourfelves, as is very 
obvioufly the cafe, the Exploits men can achieve 
with their Fifts, their Feet, or their Mutcles 
_ are far more anxioufly recorded and read of than 
any Activity of their Brains? That we undergo 
_Exercifes every Morning for the perfecting of 
our Bodies, and never reflect, from one week’s 
end to another, upon the cafe of our Souls? 


Ls That we feek bodily Health by every poffible 


means, and plead it upon every poflible Occa- 
fion as an Excufe for our Derelictions? That 
our Eating and Drinking become every day the 
fubject of more anxious Cogitation? That the 
getting of Riches is our Paffion from Birth, our 
ruling Principle in Marriage, and our only 
Hope for the Refpect of Pofterity, after our 
- Death? All thefe Confiderations will prove to 
the fatisfaction of any Philofopher, that if 
Chriftians have given up every other Article 


of 
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of the Creed, we have {till a lively Hope i in the 
Refurreétion of the Body. ae 

How then are we to come to any Agreement 
with thofe, who openly profefs that the Body 
is fomething to be neglected and mortify’d, and 
that Matter is an evil? I anfwer, That where 
there’s a Will there’s a Way; and that if we 
will only confent to admit, for the fake of — 
Charity, that all Matter is evil, we can quite — 
eafily fafeguard ourfelves again{t any untoward 
Confequences that might follow from the Doc- 
trine, by adding, That it is a neceflary Evil. 
The Horrours of War, Poverty, and ill-paid — 
Labour; the Delays and Expence of the Law; 
the Party-fyftem; the Licentioufnefs of the 
Prefs; the unequal Diftribution of Stipends 
among the Clergy—thefe and a hundred other 
fuch Features of our Polity we all confefs, with 
one voice, to be evils; but we go on to add, 
That they are necefjary evils, meaning thereby 
that the Speaker (for one) has no intentigns a 
moving a Finger to amend them. If this were 
clearly underftood, I cannot fee that we fhould 
be much the lofers by the adoption of an — 
Eaftern way of thinking. 

Yet, God forbid that we fhould encourage 
in our own Country any of thofe barbarous ~ 
Inftitutions, by which thefe benighted Exthuf afts 
attempt to rid themfelves of the Body, and its 
very agreeable Incumbrances; as, by the Infti- 

tution 
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tution of Mona/fferies, which have made the 
Religion of the Buddhi/ts almoft as much fufpect, 
as the corrupt Church of the Middle Ages, and, 
in fact, little better than it; or by allowing 
erack-brained Fellows call’d Fak:rs to fit by 
the Road-fide with no vifible Means of Sub- 
fiftence, begging their Bread, fcantily cloath’d, 


a z and affliéting themfelves with lying upon Beds 
__ of Spikes, as if they would rebuke the more 


Common-fenfe Manners of the Paffers-by. We 


= _ might indeed allow them to afk for Money, if 
they would proffer Laces and Almanacks in 





_ Return for it, and fo conform to the Regulations 
of the Pohce; but Sptke-beds I would have 
altogether forbidden: and as for the Monks, if 


they would not come out again into the World, 





I would fhut them up for their lives in Mad- 
houfes, to cure them of this arrogant craving 


ae Silence, Confinement, and Solitude. 





“But” fomeone will urge “if we hope to 
_ “perfuade thofe who at prefent difagree with 
ys to forgo their fuperftitious Practices for 

- “the fake of Reunion with the Church of 
_ “England, we are furely tranfgreffing outfide 
_ “the range of practical Politicks into fanguine 
- “and vifionary hopes, not likely to be realiz’d. 
- “Tf the Buddhifts could be fo far prevail’d 
_ “upon, is there not fome profpeé of Reunion 
“with the Idolaters, Fetif/h-worfhippers, and 
“Believers in Mumbo-fumbo; nay, even with 
=the 
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“the Papi/ts themfelves?”” And here, I conceive, 

we have arrived at the very Pith of our prefent 

Contention. We have much to look for from 

the gradual foftening Influence of Time, from 

the Progrefs of civiliz’d Ideas, and the wider 

Diffufion of Knowledge. And I (for one) am 

fo perfwaded of the Miffion of our Church to 

unite all the Religions of the World under its 

own aufpices, that I do not hefitate to affert 
what may feem at firft fight a very diftafteful 

Poffibility, namely, that at fome time it will be 
our Duty to confider on what terms we fhall 
accept the Submiffion even of the Church of 

Rome. And I would beg of my Readers, not to 

be unduly prejudic’d beforehand; but to take’ 
“a lenient view of the abominable Hiftory of 
that Inftitution, and as far as poflible to reconcile 
themfelves to the Profpect of a clofer Relation 

with thoie, who are at prefent tainted by the 

Infeétion of its impious Tenets. 

I know we are commonly told, That this 
will never be achiev’d, by Reafon of the 
Extreme Obftinacy and Perverfity of this Sect, 
which will never allow them to come to any 
Conditions. But this Obftinacy, I apprehend, 
is nothing elfe than the Confidence of Numbers: 
they are at prefent a pretty numerous Body; 
and they will foon be brought to’ fee Reafon 
when they find their own Adherents becoming ~ 
rarer every day. That this will {peedily happen, 

Science 
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Science itfelf gives us warrant to avow; for 
we know now that all Survival in the World 
is a Survival of the Fitteft, and that two Inftinéts 
chiefly make an Organifm fit to furvive, namely 
the W7l/ to Live, and the Defire to propagate its 
Kind. The Church of Rome pays the higheft 
Veneration to Martyrs, and to Celbates or 
Virgins, thereby attefting its contempt for thefe 
two great Inftinéts, which alone enable a 
Race to perfift; it might, therefore, be allowed 
to become extiné by the force of its own 
ignorant Delufions; but I hold it a more | 
charitable thing to arreft this Decline, when it 
has once fairly fet in, and invite the Survivors, 
many of ‘em good enough Fellows at heart, 
into the all-embracing Unity of our National 
Eftablifhment. 

True, hitherto thefe Symptoms of Decline 
have been flow to manife{t themfelves, and it is 
_ even alledg’d that Popery is on the Increafe in 
’ certain parts of the World, notably in our own 
Ifland, in America, in Auftralia,in France, and 
in Holland. But it is not to be fuppof’d, that 
any {uch obferv’d Augmentation of Numbers 
is due to Converfions; on the contrary, it has 
been repeatedly prov’d, That nobody is ever 
converted to the Roman Catholick Religion; in 
England, America, and <Auftralia the whole 
caufe of Increafe is the Immigration of lri/hmen, 
and it cannot be doubted but that a few more 

Statifticks 


melancholy Fa¢ts bear Teftimony both to the 


Prolifick Charaéter of a Race, which can thus 
{tock five Countries with Pafifis from year to 
year; and alfo to its fingular Obftinacy and 
Bigotry, in that it carries its Religion about 
with it, like a part of its Luggage, and muit 
needs attempt to tranfplant it into an alien Soil, 
where it was never meant to flourifh. Such 
opinionated Arrogance muft be firmly dealt 
with; and I would therefore fuggeft, in the 


interefts of the Reunion of Religions, that upon 


his Conqueft of Ireland our great Commander, 
sir E , fhould put all Papif 
Children to the Sword, and we fhould make it 
a criminal Offence for the future, that any 
Papit fhould be allowed to marry, or have 
Iffue: the Offence itfelf to be punifh’d with 
Death, and the refulting Iffue to be expofd on 
fome Hill-fide, left it fhould grow up infeéted 
with the grofs Superftition of its Parents. 

The Hibernian Hydra thus amputated, the 
remaining Papi/ts of the World, feeing their 
Numbers daily dwindle and decreafe, would 








fpeedily come crying to us for Admiffion; and 
it is here that I would appeal to my Country- 


men not to ufe any undue harfhnefs in receiving 
their Allegiance. I would not, I mean, alto- 


gether 
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Statifticks would fhew to everybody’s fatisfac- os 
tion, that Irz/bmen are emigrating in very great ee 
quantities both to France and to Holland. Thefe 
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- gether treat their Orders as null and void, but 
only degrade their Clergy by a fingle ftep in 
the Hierarchy; their Bifhops to count as Priefts, — 
their Priefts as Deacons, their Deacons as Lay- 
readers. Nor would I extraét from thefe, by 
way of a Declaration of Loyalty to our Church, 
anything more than an Affirmation of general 

Diffent from the Doétrine contain’d in the 

Thirty-nine Articles of Religion. The Pope him- 

felf I would allow to take rank as a retir’d 

Miffionary Bifhop, thus leaving him the Jn- 

fignia of Power without any Sphere in which 
to exercife, or Income with which to abufe it. 

The Cardmals 1 would difperfe among the 

Common-rooms of Oxford and Cambridge, where 
they could exercife to the full their Talent for 
Intrigue without haying any ferious effect, for 
good or ill, upon the Deftinies of the Nation. 

In Difcipline, Doétrine, and Devotion, we fhould 
- of courfe compel our newly-return’d Prodigal 

Brethren to conform entirely to the Book of 

Common Prayer, and, for fear of any Recrudef- 

cence of fuperftitious Orthodoxy among us as 
: the refult of their Inclufion, take an Oath of 

them that they unfeignedly difbeliev’d all the 
Scriptures of the Old and New Teftament. 

I cannot apprehend any grave confequences 
following from fuch a courfe of enlighten‘d 
Charity upon our part; and if any fhould ftill 
have fcruples about the Wifdom of it, I would 

mention 
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mention that the fum of money we fhould add 
to our Revenues as well by the increaf’d Sale 
of Bibles, Prayer-books, and Hymn-books, as by — 
the proceeds of the difmantling of Cathedrals, 
Churches, and Monafteries, would amply fuffice — 
to form a Fund for a publick Training of 
Athletes. 

The Differences at prefent exifting between 
the various Perfons who believe in a God be- 
ing thus happily ended, we fhould be the more 
free, finally, to confider the Problem of Reunion 
with the Arheifts. And here it is to be noticed, 
that whereas the Sectaries of one Religion differ 





from thofe of another over a whole Multitude — 


of Points, as Niceties of Ritual, Quibbles of 
Doétrine, Forms and Poftures in the Recitation 
of Prayer, etc.; in the Cafe of the Athei/ts we 
have only one fingle Quarrel to patch up, 
namely, as to whether any God exifts, or not. 
If we could but eafe their Confciences on this 
matter, it is clear they would have no difficulty 
in accepting our Forms and Fafhions of Wor- 
fhip, having no inherited prejudice in favour 
of any other. There would be no ftraining at 
Gnats, if they could but be brought to fwallow 
the Camel. I fubmit it, therefore, with all — 
deference to our Theologians, whether they 
could not find it poffible to ailow, that as God 
is [mmanent and yet Tranfcendent, fo we cannot 
fee the whole Truth, but only an Afpeét of the 

Truth, 
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-Truth, until. we have reconcil’d ourfelves to 
the laft final Antinomy, that God is both Ex- 
iftent and Non-exiftent? We, who are con{cious 
of the Supreme Being as Exiftent, and thofe 
others who are confcious of Him as Non-exitt- 
ent, are each of us looking at only one Half of 
the Truth, one Szde, as it were, of the Shzeld ; 
and we can furely hope that when we have 
- ftudy’d each other’s points of view, and come 
to underftand them a little better, by common — 
- Difcuffion and common Worthip, we fhall all 
of us recognize the Divine Governour of the 
Univerfe as One who exifts, yet does not exift, 
caufes Sin, yet hates it, hates it, yet does not 
_ punifh it, and promifes us in Heaven a Happi- 
nefs, which we {hall not have any Confcioufnefs 
to enjoy. 

It would be fuperfluous to add, what great 
Advantage will be deriv’d from the Abfence 
of any religious Diffenfion whatever in the 
World; as, that there will be no Divifion 
within Families, no Tefts in the appointment 
of Minifters, and no religious Matter to offend 
the eye in our daily News-fheets. I commend 
thefe Confiderations very earneftly to the Atten- 
tion of the Publick, calling upon them in the 
name of Humanity and Progrefs to fee that 
this Scheme is carry’d out, whether or no any 


_ of the various Se¢taries concern’d like the Pro- 





pofal made; and not to allow the fact that they 
do 
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do not happen to have any Religien or any oe 


Morality of their own make them in any way 


backward to arrange the moral and religious — 


Affairs of other People. Thank God, in thefe — 
days of Enlightenment and Eftablifhment, — 
everyone has a right to his own Opinions, and 
chiefly to the Opinion, That nobody elfe has a — 
right to their's. It fhall go hard but within a 
century at moft we fhall make the Church of 
England true to her Catholic Vocation, which 
is, plainly, to include within her Borders every 
poflible Shade of Belief, Quod umquam, quod 
ufquam, quod ab ulhs. 


FINIS 
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